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The Cemptation of Our Lord 


By JOHN BALE 


BISHOP OF OSSORY 


A single copy only of this play ts known to be extant 
(Bodleian, Douce B, Subst. 164). 

Agreeable to my practice of showing originals as far 
as may be exactly as they appear to-day, I have included 
the page of script at the commencement of the printed 
copy: the subject-matter of this page needs no comment in 
this place. 

All Bodleian photographic work has to be done through 
and by the Clarendon Press; they are, therefore, responsible 
for the negatives used by the printers of this series (see my 
general remarks in this connection in the Introduction to the 
play of “The Marriage of Wit and Science”). 

It would appear from a critical examination of the 
workmanship of this facsimile reproduction that here again 
the negatives generally show a certain want of crispness 
and “contact,” with the result that the backgrounds of all 
the plates are printed a trifle too heavy. Otherwise the 


reproduction as ““very good.” 


JOHN S. FARMER. 
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Felis was led from theits of 


ec titro che wyldernes.to be rempredof che denyll. hire 
be e fated fourcy dayes and fourcy nygbiess he 
was aclaftan bungered. 
Aachet tiff. | 


Interlocutores, 
Tefus Chriftus, oe Satan tentatofs 
Angelus primus, Angelus meet 


Baleus P seaee 


en ete ee ee. 


-— Bue che holy Ghoft.as our gyde fpecyall, 


8 3 2 
Prafatio, _ 
Baleus Prolocutor, 


5 ; Pilg: B a 43 
pat es st eal sag Gods forte te 
| clared. | ee 
ANZ | By che fachers voyce,as ye before haue bearde; 43 
DEA | Whych fygnyfyech to vs.chat we ones baptyfe 
Ecmemieees) Are che fonnes of God bybys gift & ‘rewar 
nd bycaitfe thar we,fbuld baue Chriffinregarde, 
the gaue viico bym,che mygbrye autoryte, > Fe 
Of bys heauerlye worde,our only ceadyee tobe, =. Cas 


Tow is he gone fourth, into che defart place, 
With che holy Ghoft. bys offyce ro begynne. 
Where Garhan che deuyll, with bys afjaultes apace, é 
Wich colours of craft,.andmanye afubryle gynne, sn. 
Wyllyndermynde sie norhynge [hall he wytttes | 
Bue fhameand rebuke, in che conclnfyon. fynall, 
Thyscokennech ourrayl(e,and bys vnrecurable fall, 


——- Leene firft in chys acee, chat we whom Chriff doch call, 
Oughe not ro folowe,the fancafyes of Man, > ad 
YObydy ro defende vs.is be chat wyll and cats 

Go perfecucyon,lere vs prepare vs t | | 
Sor chat wyll folowe.in chem chat feEe che ruth. 
Marke in thys proce(fe, what troubles co Chri ff enfuch. 


Sathan affauleech bym.wich many a fubryle dryfe, 
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Gowyll be do vs,if weeake Chriffes pare. 


t 
And whan char helpechnotsbe feech at ocher (oyfts 
berulersamonge,toputCbriffvnrofmare, 
Wichlo manycels,as beare bym cheir good hare, Beye 
f : . 
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: fure of chy pe oo 
Be ye fure of bys.as ye are of dayly tmeacey 
Ff yc folowe Chrijt,wich hym ye mult be beave. 


Be Sor affaulees of Gachan,lerne here cheremedyes 

Bake che worde of Hod,lece chac be your defence. ge 

Go wyll Chrift ceache yow, int one neve Comedye, 

— Keneftly pene tein your quyd intelly gence. | 

 RefyfE toc che worlde,bur wich mebe pacyence,. : 

Sf ye be of Chriff. Of chys herafter ye (hall, | 
erceyuemore atlarge, byche ffory as it fall. . 


 Incipit Comcedia, 
| ‘’s — Tefus Chriftus, Oe FoR 
; VF co chys defare,che holy hoff bach broughe 


me, if 
acs Afrer my bapryme.of Gachart to be cempeed, 


Therby to iuffcuct,of Adar che imbecyllyre, 
That after be bach, Gods holy fprere veceyucd, 

Dyuerjely he muft,of Sachan be impugned, 
— Leaft be for Gods gyfe,fhuld fall isco a pryde, 


And thacin parcll,he cake me for bys gyde. 


Thynke noe me to fale bycaufe J wolde yow to fat, — | 
Sor than ye chynEe wron tages: Re ae tudgements | 
But of my faftynge.chynke rather chys my c: | 
Sathai ro pronoFe,to worke bys curfed incene, cre || 

- Qind to reache yow wayes, bys myfdyefes to preuettt, | 
By che worde of God. whych muft be your defercer — 
Zarher chan faffynges,co withftande bys vyelence. 


"¥ hane fafted heresthe fpace of forty dayes, ) 
see ii thee fafesobydy fioofee sty fysuee, a 
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Co fFoppe cheit mouches with,whyd) bable & prate alwayes 
Thus d¢d our fathers,Ay name and fame to dyfuygure , 1 


Therfor row F caff,of fajiyinge here che ry gure, 
And am ryghe bungrye.afeer ste abftynettce, 
Thysmorcall bodye,complaynech of indy gence, 
- Satan tentator, 
Yho where ¥ fourther, but euery where F noye, 
Sor ‘F am Gachan,che commen aduerfarye, 
n enemy co Adan, by feEynge ro deftroye 
“J warcheeuery where, wanrynge no polycye, 
o trappe bym ittfnare,and make bym che chylde of bell, 
What nombre ¥ wynne, tewere very longetorell. 


| Fhearde @ grea noyle.in Fordane now of late, 
Dror one Seleedinaetey nee om beauer abouc.. 


And he chac doch fande;moft bygbly txmy lone, 
Ay wyctes the fame founde,dorh not a lyrele mouc, 
Te comech co redeme, che Eynde of an ¥ feare, 
dy ghcyme is iechan,for me che cooles co ffeare. 


"J wyll sot leane bynt. tyll J Enowe wha he ys, 
And what he enrendech.in chys fant border heare, 
Gubryleie mufé helpe.els all wyll be amys, 

A godlye precence,ourwardly muf€ ¥ beare, 
Semyngerelygyoufle,deuoure and (ad in my geare, 
be come now.for che redempcyon of Wait, 

s ¥ feare heis, J wyll ffoppe bym if _¥ cats. 

Hic fimulata religione Chriftum aggreditur, 

Jtisagrattoyeby my bolydome.to fe, 

So vercuoufea lyfe, ts & youge mais as yow be, 
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_, Satan tentator, 
Chan wyll Tbe bofbe.ayette a alae: 
efus Chrifius, 
~Dofoif ye lyfe, i yout mynde frely calke. 
Satan tentator, 
ni ow forfoth and God, itis ioye of your one 
That ye rakefech paynes,and are in vertu fo 
Where fo fimall ioyes are,to recreate the pet : 
; Tefus Chriftus, 
eve are for paftyme.the wylde beaffes of the tehidee 
With whom mod becrer.ie is to be comuerfaunt, 
Than with (cc) pcople,as.are to God repugnaune, 


Satan tentator, 


Pefpeake it full well itis euen as ye faye, 
Sut tell me bow longe,ye bane bene bere, J yow piayes 
Icfus Chriftus, . 
-» Sourty tayes.and nyghres.withont any fi uiffenaunce.? 
- och Fiudged, "eco euiG = 
© it your pale councenannce, 
. Chen is itno patel 9 rove thong ye bungryes 
- . IefusChrifius, 
#Y ftomact Descente weakeneffe of " fete Satan 
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‘Satan tentatot,’ 


Well, to be pleynereith yow,abroade the enmont doth ie | 


Xeon the people, chat ye fhuld be Gods 
Sfrebe Godse (onesie bach atone elyhode, 


ate of cheje (tones breade,an Fai out t bodye bys foes 4 
IWiitus, A 
Lo offericeie tte chee obah mert be bungrye, aul 


But co make fones breade,tcis vineceifarye. 
he peed in chys ssi bette my fpecyall gydes 
Seve Ale i 3 de le co prouyde, : 


ede, 
yan to inake notes mes breabinny bobye fot fe 
Wha J come in ce,where Bod harbappoytt rab inca. 
GBevyngebym ivah antic. Ffhall sor pay pare to cate, 


Satan tentator, 


Yor only for chat.chys fyrylyenbe Jbeynge, a + * 4 
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COyndynge now to preache.as J 00 vinder[Eande, wae 


do il fynde ie 
patch itt chyoge[ouloyons on sant Bide 


And roc vady fererelye,to caf— your felfeawaye: at» 
on eae decayes we 
pur cafe yebe,Gods pak? what 
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DeC hrifti tentatione; 
wa’ <. > TefusChriftus, :--°.. 
Pe fpeake it charpoyne.very vnaduy(edlye, 
Gor icis wrtccertsin che eye of Deucronomyes icver 
WHat lyuech toc by breade,o: corporall fedynge onlye, © 
| Bar by Hods promyfe.and by bys (criprures Cenplives | 
Dereye per[uade me,co recreate my bodye, 


Aid neglecced Gods.worde, whydy ta.greae blafphemye, 


 Thyscanfed Adam, from tntto etofal, 
— Ared all bys oforynge,mademyferable and morcall.. - 
-— Whereasis Gods worbde.chere ts borh fpreceand lyfe, 
And where chacisnor,deachand dampuacyonisryfe. . 
The firengrh of Gods worde, myghbryly fuffayned Mofes, 
_ Sor fourty dayes {pace cheroffodyischegoodnes, 


2; forcyfycd Delias, tepreferned Dantel, 
— And holpe in cebe defarc,che chyloren of Ffracl. 
Gore plages do folowe, where Gods word is reiects 
no per{uafyor,wyll ee treglece, aay 
bat ofFyce to do,whyc) Bod hach me commaunded, 
Bc in all meEene(fe,ic foall be accomply(hed. 
“y had ab ere setts tentator, feblen an 
ad rarher traye.confy ge your effe, 
Sor ye ave but tulysye ave no ftronge perfone dougheleffe, 
| lefus Chriftus, | ey 
Well.icis noethe breade,chac doch aman vpholde, 
But che lorde of beauert,wich bys graces manyfolde, 
_ Khe char Warcreate,is able hymeo noryfh, 
And afrer weakene(fe,caufe bymagayne co flory(h. 
Gods worde is 4 rule,for all char man fhuld do, 
And our of chat rule,tio crearure ought to go. 
He chacic folowerh,cannot out of the waye, 
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| Though F¥ lycrle Profygbt-ye tdorlh it me good roralte, : 


‘Welbvpon that voyceye are geuct ro pesfvabenc {ie 
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‘ Satantenator, . { 
if are fly finectedsye wy li folowe 10 good counfelle 7. : 
lefus Chriftus, 
Pes,whan it is foch,asche bolye (criprare tell. 
Satan tentator, 
Scripenres ¥ Enowe nom for F am ~~ an bermyce ye 4 
crelygyoufe menlyne all in concemplacycn, — 
riprures ro ffodye,is norour occupacyor. 
Si tceaesinee docrours, Mowbeys FJ maye faye to yows 
blynde arc they as we,in the erftandynge now. 


Well fhallie pleafe ye,any farchevivotehme to walke, 


efus Chriftus, 
Go tarry ot go,iris all one ro me, 3 as 
Saran tentators 2°. 
£ ete vs chan wander,into thebolye cytes 2 
Of Hierufalem,rofe what is cherea doe: a is 
lefus Chrifius, - : a 


$f ball hor {aye naye, bue amagreable thertos 
os (view ‘aoa } hi oe aR 
purpofe is chys,A veyce in your caretedrynge, 
That ye were Gods fone,and welbeloned pacers: 
And yow belene te. but ye are che more vn 
Sot to Deceyneyow,it was femme fubryle pealeolt: 
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; Te | 
* oie j 
ead, - 
are , 
o™ > A 
- “ 
i 


| De Chrifti tentationes as 
WTasmzace wyll ye cate buclyue by Hods worde onlyes 

— Gogood are ye wave fo perfyghrandfo holye. 3 

wyll brynge ye CF crowe eo che welle of ghoftlyneffe, 

bere F (ball fyll yesandglucrye with bolysnc(fe, 


What,bol oth he: LLaye: wevenener fo bol 
%s 5 wyll mane vedios (doe bighantne bolye, 


rere is all boly, berets che boly cytie, oe ; 


The haly cemple,and che holy preftes here be, 
patible be holyswel. ye (ballbeabonethemall, 
Dycaufe ye ave Gods forse, tc doch yefobefall. ~ 


- Come hereon che pysnacle,we wyll be by andby, 
¢ =i fefus Chriftus, 

What meane ye by chatz[hewe fourth your fantafys — 

Whars ye were bungeye, J ded ye fiefEperfaade, 

ye were bungrye, ye fir ade . 

‘Of Fores comake breade, bur ye wolde non of thae crade. 
e layed for yourfelf,char{cripeure woldenor ferucic; — 

bat wasyeur budlar,burnow Jamfor yefye. - 
Sor the fuggeftyon. chat ¥ now fhallroyelayes 
YF bauecriprureat hande.yefhall ienordenaye, 

; lefus Chriftus - 

Repe ito: fecrete,but lece it chan be hod, 

eye do belenecha sae eee eG ; 

ye do belenethat ye are the fonne of Go 

Beleuc chys alfo,if ye leape Downe here itt [eoffs 7 
Sromchys byghpynnacle,ye canrate no barme cheroff. 
And cherfor be bolde,chys enrerpryfe to feoparde 


Sf yebe Bods forse, caft downte your felf herebatwarde, » 


lefus Chriftus, 
Truly chatwede noe, here is ocherremedye, 


To 
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bie Comcedia loantits Balel, 


‘Po thegrounde togo.than co fall downe fe 
Pere are grefynges made,to cae ° 
baths spt mee be 


 Satantentator, ‘a 

Cufb.feriprure is machlayecan ee fareamye, yi 

itis wrirrert, bow God bach genena charge, | 
a we Angels.chac if ye leapeat large, 

They (hall receyue ye,itt | 

Reafl ye te rent Hfeeycanene © 


| se age tsa ane Dep 

ye whole,(o ought ye chem to bane. 
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De Chriftitentatione, 
Pease Chriftus, 


—-_ febey patfe thefe rulessthe Ingul are ner beanbe, 
Go be their fancgarde,burr 

Co fall downe edvontbeahaeaanet 
8 non of chOfe wayes.char God eucr beboushle, 
bets. if ¥ ded it, ¥ (buld rempe God 

And deferue to bauebys anger cucrmore, 


Ph notfo do, fot their farbere itt che defare, 
fo rempe bym ones,and bad che bare of bys hace 
ee clanfe thar ye had.maketh for né-ourwarde workyn 


Ke the Dfalme.the be sey 
anise Ritmechonehyfemipeketromege, 


antentator, .. 


Jemadre not for me, if ye wylL ye maye icveberfe. 
Thu foale(fayeh be Phat nu the crnell r 
| ujbatcayrbe mej ubove crpent, 
And rreade vn dre fore,che lyon and i aaa ecane | 
Satan tentator, 
Tho nygharc¥ tape yforehete ye touche fre bolde. - 
efus Chrifius. » 
Gome louein no ie eto bane cheir rudeneffe olde. 
To walke in Gods wayes.ir becomerh a morcall mat, 
And therfor ¥ wylLobeye chem if ¥ can. 
| For it is written, in the fewr Pe Geb Rcooneniatte 
Thu (hale inno — 
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Come fia oannis Balei, 
i a - | Satantentator, . 3 
f Whacis ic go cempe God-afcer your tndgemene, 
4 “< Iefus Chriftus, 
Totake of bys worde,air oucwarde evperymertts aed 
H|farydlebraynewhyd Bod neycher choughe not mete, — 
| Satan rentator, | 
| What perfones 90 ford) rke chat more enydene, . ae 
: | Fefus C ariftus, eee 
| All fod) as forfakc,attye grace or vemedyes 
| Appeyttred of God, for cheir owe polycye. | 
| Bhs chey chacdo chy sFe,ch2: Hod fhald fyll cheir bellyes 
Wichouc cheir labours, whan bys lawes are contraryes 
And hey chat wyll faye,che (cripeure of God derch flee, 
They ener ferdhynge, cherof che veryre. 3 
Thofe alforempe God, char vowe prefimprnouflye, { 
Vier banynge bys gyfc.co Eepe chzir comcytencye, A 
| fomanyc els,as folows their good incemtes. OA 
Tlot grotided o1s God, tor yee on bys commaundementes, — 
Thefe chrowe chemfeluce dowie,inro moft depe D2pitacyort, 
writin Ferm tentator, sii 
yttle Good ger J. bythys comimuttycacy 
| Wryll ye wal€e farcher,and lere chys prarlynge bes 
Amourstayne hereis,whyc FJ wolde yow to fe, 
Truf— me andye wylLicis acommodyoufe chynge, 
Iefus Chriftus, 
Jfithe fo good,lecevs by chydre goynge, 
Satan tenrator, 
! L ohow faye yenow,is nothere a plefaune (yghr? 
: fyewyll ye mye, baue here all che worldes delyght, 
ere is co be feane.cheEyingedome of Arabye, 
E Wich all ches 5 ete Affeyd, Envope,and Afye, 
| And cheis whole delyghces, their pompe cheir monn 


“ > 
-y ‘ 
ee see ee he | 
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be De Chrifti psierege ean : 
“heir ry des. cheir hononr, cheir welch.chcir conenpy{cecks 
_. Hecis goldeand fyluer,in wondcrfullbabundaunce, - | 
— - GylEes,velueres.ty{jucs,wich wynes & fpyces of plefaunces 
Here ave fayre women,of countenaunceamenble, } 
Wich all Eyndes of meates,co che body dylecrable. © “4 
Here are camels, ftoure horfes.& mules chat nener wyll cyres . 
Wich fomanye pleafures.as your hare can defyre. ms 
Iefus Chriftus, is. 0: 
Well, he be prayfed. whych is of chem the gener, 
| Satan tentator, 
Alas ie grenech me, chacye are foc) abelener, 
Yiorbynge can J laye, bute euer ye auoyde me, 
By the werde of God. L cane thar soe Scrat AY Ves 
f ¥ byd ye makc.of ftones breade for your bodye, 
¢ faye man lyuech not,in remporall feadynge onlye, 
As FJ byd ye leape, downe fromthe pynnacle aboues 
Pe wyll nor cempe God.echerwyfe than yew behoue. | 
Chus are ye ftyll poore,chus are ye flyll weake andnedye; 
~ lefus Chriftus, 7 2, 
And what fuppofe ye, wyll chacnede remedyer 
Satan tentator, | 
Sorfake rhe belene,charye banc in Gods worde, 
That ye are bys fonne, for ie is not worth a rorde, 
38 beafather.tbat fe bys fonnethus famy(hs 
f yc belene it, ¥ faye ye are co folyfb. | 
¢ fe thefe pleafures. ¥f yow be ruled by me, 
{ball make ye aman.Tomy wordes cherfor agre, 
oFe on chefe Eyngedemes,and incomparable rreafure, 
Z the lorde of rhem.maye _ them atmy pleafure. 
orfake thar father.why ch leauceh the without confore, 
“4 thys defolacyon.and bens fourth ro me refort. 4 
Rnowledge me for headvof chys worlde onyuer| alle ae 3 
| =<“ wp. 
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 wyll mate chope(felfovof chem ail 

Bo ¥ wyll inate ny hy or oan all, <# ». 

Phu foaic to longar,be defolare and bungrye, | 

mac baue all che worlde,co do the obfequye. ea 

far Enele Dowie bere,and worfhyppmechys houre, —— is 
mi (balt haye all,wich ——_" férertch ard ie 
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